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1. The populstion of northeast Thailand consists predominsately of native Thai, Vietnamese,
and a aprinkling of Chinese and Irdian: in the villages. Moat Vietnamese support
themselves as truck farmers and as gkilled labor in the towns. The Thal sre rice
farmers, though a few of them have becom: enrepra=neurs in the villeges and towns.
Chir~se and Indians usually suppori themsslves as merchaats. The general economic
condition of the area is normal ly &% the subzistence level for most. FPor the farmers
this 1& particularly true, though *ruck farmers are able to et more ircome than
rice farmers. The merchant zlass 1s caupable of building up some capital. As of March
1953 the aconomic status of northeass Thalland was excremely poor relativa to the
raat of Theilard but irn & pormal -~orditiorn for *he area.

2. Vietnamess residents of Thailard have been obliged to Jdonate food and money to the Viet

Minh forces in Indochina since the fighting began in that country. Viet Minh agents
circulate surreptitiously irn northesaat Tnalland collecting funds from the Vietnamese.
Most of the donating is done wvolulrarily as 'hf‘ Vietramese residents have a deeprooted
hatred for the French. ‘A :jimived smounw of recruiting ie done also for Viet Minh
forces. :In January 1953, rsiruitirg was u-u:.g conducted at Dhondu (17°28'N - 103°41'R)
Thail Naticnal Poiice caanot effecuively control she practize as the road network is

. primitive ard i+ 1s virtually Impcsaible wo patrol properly. The Mekong River

boundary betwesrn Thailand and Laos offar: no problem for illegal ~rossing.

v |

.i 3. Comuunist sympathizers exist mm*b-; she Vietnameze, particularly in area opposite i

- Vientiane, Lsoa. The village of B Tha Bo (17°50°N - 102°04°E) is practically a o
Communist settlemant. In aadition, mo:zt of the Viessumese are nationalists who I

support the Vi-t Minn in;a_:po~1‘:1:,:; Lo The French.

L. Anti-French feeling of the Vietnamese cxtends even to the clergy. FPrench Bishop
Claude Bayet, vicar apostolic of rortheast Thailand and west Laos 18 now completely
ineffective. Cathollic Vietnameze walkei out of a Mass he was aaying in Nakhon Phanom i
in December 1952. Bayel lives in the village of Tara (17°18'N - 105°02'E), on Lake :
Lehan, jus® north of Sakor Nakhon. Vietnsme:ze priests have disassociated themselves
as much a3 poesible from the Prerch rlergy. Begloning ia 1952, the attitude of the
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Vietiamese towards US citizens has deteriorated merkedly. This is due to the US

military aid being given the Prench in Indochina, and US citizens are beginning +o
experience the ﬂe.mfe 4ifficulties as tLe French when dealing with the Vietnemese.
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The Pree Lao organization is active im aortheast Theiland, edvocating the formation
of an independen: Laotian State Mclﬁaing Laos and parts of Thailand. Tieng

8irikhan 1s the léader of the organization in the northeast area. He 1s also a legis- |:

lative[;epreeentat;ve in Bangkok rronlesakon Nakhon.. His brother is active in the
Free Lac organization alsc and both l}ave been in direct opposition to Premier
Phi'bun[.‘- In I'ebruq.ry 1653, Yieng's car wes found abandoned on Burma border » and he
has not been seen since. Beveral years ago, Tieng visited the US as the guest of

a Us citizen , “ _7 who owns |a mulberry grove at RNorg Khai, Thailand. Tieng
is about 43, and speaks good English. ! :

Ro&d co:l itions in |pnortheast Thailand are dbut fair.. The primary road between

Udon (17°25'N - 102°47'E) ard Nakhon Phanom (17924 '3 - 104°US'E) via Sakon Nekhor is
gravel surface sui‘ts;a'ble for continuin}g‘ two way traffic. Work gangs are kept on

the road. It 1is all weather. The roed between Udor and Chiang Xhan (17953°'N -
101936'E) via Muang Loei (17°31'N - 15‘11.033'3) has beer improved and 1s now all
vea.thar‘[ gravel uurtpce. Limited two way traffic is possible, Steel oridges have
been erected across Huei Phon River at Wang Saphung (17°23'N - 101°37'E), and

across Nam Loei River at Ban Thet (17P43'N - 101°35°'E).
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